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1"  Session  |  Tuesday  Morning 
October  30. 2018 

8:30 _ _ _ ....Call  to  Order 

Invocation 

Welcome 

Organization  of  the  Convention 
Recognition  and  Seating  of  Messengers 
Committee  on  Order  of  Business  Report 
Announcement  of  Credentials  and 
Tellers  Committee 
Presentations  of  Resolutions 
8:45  Report  of  Committee  on  Committees 

8:50 . . . ...'. _ Convention  Board  Report 

9:00 . . Southern  Baptist  Convention 

Executive  Committee 

8:05 . Business  Session: 

Election  of  the  President 

9-.20 . Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 

9:40 . Worship  through  Music 

930 .  Bible  Treasures 

10t 15- . Worship  through  Music 

Scripture  Reading 
Testimony 


1:00 . sMgtii — . President's  Address 


T*  Session  |  Tuesday  Afternoon 
October  30. 2D1S 

1-J0 _ _ - . . Concert  of  Praise 

1:46 . . . . . Can  to  Order 

Invocation 
Business  Session 

Presentation  of  2019  Budget 
Cooperative  Program  Report 
Stewardship  &  Cooperative  Program 
•  Promotion 

Results  of  Election  of  President 
Election  of  Convention  Officers 
Presentation  of  Resolutions 
Miscellaneous  Business 

2:15 _ Missions  Mobilization  Celebration 

2:25 . ....Business  Session 

Election  of  Convention  Officers 
Miscellaneous  Business 

2:36 . Vacation  Bible  School  Celebration 

2:45...- _ _ _ Concert  of  Praise 

3:00 . . . . Bide  Treasures 

3:25 _ _ _ _ _ _  Music  Feature 

3:30..  . . . .  Scripture  Reading 

Testimony 

3:46 . Congregational  Praise 

4:06 . Convention  Sermon 

4:40 . . . . Benediction 

3*  Session  |  Tuesday  Evening 
October  30, 2018 

8:30  ...» _ _ _ _ _ _ CaH  to  Order 

Fins!  Presentation  of  Resolutions 
Invocation 

Congregational  Praise  and  Worship 
Scripture  Reading 
1  Testimony 


AL  MEETING  SCHEDULE 


7.00  . Choral  Praise 

7:10  Congregational  Praise  end  Worship 

7:15 

. Choral  Praise 

7:30 

. Message 

8:10 

Benediction 

f*  Session  |  Wednesday  Morning 

October  31, 2018 

8:30 

. CaH  to  Order 

* 

Scripture  Reading 
Memorial  Service 

Invocation 

8:50 _ 

. Business  Session 

Adoption  of  2019  Budget 
Committee  on  Nominations  Report 
Resolutions  Committee  Report 
Miscellaneous  Business 


9:45 _ _ 

10  10 

. . Bible  Treasures 

. Congregational  Praise 

10:15 

.  Testimony 

10:35 

_ Congregational  Praise 

10*0 

. . .  Message 

11:30 

_ _ Closing  Remarks 

11:36  . . 

. . . . . .  Benediction 

4  Messenger  cards  for  the 
183rd  annual  meeting  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  on  October 
30-31.  2018.  will  be  mailed 
directly  to  the  churches  the 
second  week  of  October. 
Each  church  will  receive 
the  number  of  cards  for 
which  they  are  eligible  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  guidelines 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Constitution 
which  states:  "Each  church 
in  friendly  cooperation  with 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  and  having  con¬ 
tributed  to  world  missions 
through  the  Cooperative 
Program  during  the  preced¬ 
ing  convention  year  shall 
be  entitled  to  two  messen¬ 
gers  for  the  first  one  hun¬ 
dred  members  of  its  merrv 
bership  or  fraction  thereof 
One  additional  messenger 
from  each  church  shell  be 


but  no  church  shall  be 
entitled  to  more  then  ten 


the  20*  /  Annual  Church 
ProflV  Questions?  Contact 

tration  at  <901)  292-3201 
or  totMree  outside  Jackson 
(BOO)  748-1661.  ext  201 
E-mail:  mteel9mbcb  org 


Time,  Piece,  and  Preacher 
.0-  Committee  Report 

Introduction  of  College  Presidents 

* _ Blue  Mountain  College  Report 

,.  Recognition  of  Bivocational  Pastor 
of  the  Year 

.... . Collegiate  Ministry  Celebration 

. . Congregational  Praise 


Editor  s  note:  For  more  deUnied  information 
visit  www.mbcborg/ convention. 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


ImMpO 


V 


Msgm  Young 


it  works,  political  analysts  tell  os. 
While  we  may  feign  disgust  at  the 
supermarket  checkout  when  our 
eyes  fall  on  the  lurid  headlines  of 
National  Enquirer,  the  analysts  £ 
contend  that  we  are  drawn  in  by 
equally  inappropriate  misuse  of 
information  in  priit  and  televi- 


vertisements/as 


about  the 

who  dor 
govern  | 

nallot  box,  and  yearn 
think  about  the 

wrnki  who - 

totalitarian 
afford  them  tile  hash; 


we  take  so  much  for 


Brace yourselvt  s  for  the  ads 
that  are  being  put  together  right 
now  for  the  last  day’s  of  the  mid¬ 
term  election  we  have  coming  up 
this  November,  (liven  %Se  unusu¬ 
al  nature  of  somr  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  elections  (both  U.S.  Senate 
seats,  retirement,  etc.),  it’s  going 
to  get  mightv  dirty  in  the  state's 

Politicians’  bad  behavior  doe? 
not  justify  bad  behavior  on  the  part 


Some  political 
lieve  the  evangelical  vote 
sat  out  the  last  national 
numbered  in  the  high 
millions.  Can  you  1_ 
ferences  in  outcomes  those  may 
votes  could  have  made  in  so  many 
of  the  races  for  office  in  that  elec¬ 
tion  -  in  any  election? 

Let's  start  taking  our  right  to 
vote  seriously.  If  we  don't,  then  the 
swamp  creatures  will  continue  to 
thrive  in  their  natural  habitat.  * 
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Stay  where  you  are 


X  A  Thile  preaching  one  Sunday 
l/\/  at  a  National  Baptist  church, 
W  ▼  someone  mentioned  to  me 
that  Franklin  Avenue  was  looking  for 
a  pastor  and  asked  if  I  would  bem- 
terested.  I  said,  ‘Franklin  Avenue  »  a 
white  church,  blacks  do  not  go  there!" 
That’s  when  I  was  told  about  the 
transitioning  neighborhood  and  how 
Franklin  Avenue  was  now  an  African 
American  congregation. 

After  meeting  with  the  pulpit  com¬ 
mittee  several  times,  I  was  then  sched¬ 
uled  to  teach  a  church-wide  Sunday 
School  and  preach  for  the  u  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Later  that  evening,  1  got  a 
call  from  the  pulpit  committee  chair  to 
inform  me  that  I  had  been  elected  as  the 
mission’s  pastor. 

Upon  becoming  the  pastor,  I  was 
committed  to  ask  for  help  in  all  areas  I 
thought  could  assist  us  as  a  church  and 
me  as  a  pastor.  That's  when  I  was  first 
introduced  to  the  many  benefits  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 

I  met  on  a  biweekly  basis  with  lead¬ 
ers  from  our  local  association  and  then 
was  introduced  to  professors,  staff,  and 
facilities  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Our 
association  trained  our  Sunday  School 
teachers  and  ministry  leaders  while  our 
seminary  provided  the  space  we  needed 
for  outreach  events.  Because  of  our 
growth,  within  three  years  we  were  able 
to  become  an  autonomous  church. 

While  brainstorming  with  our  church 
kadmi  one  of  our  older  members  asked 
a  question  I  did  not  expect  The  question 
was:  Since  we  are  now  an  autonomous 
church,  why  don’t  we  get  out  of  the  SBC? 

I  was  floored  by  the  question  and 
asked,  “Why?’  I  was  once  again  floored 
when  I  was  told  about  the  history  of 
the  SBC.  I  never  knew  that  the  conven¬ 
tion  I  was  now  a  part  of  started  as  a 
result  of  slavery. 

After  a  brief  history  lesson  and 
intense  discussion.  I  made  a  statement 
that  I  knew  came  from  God.  1  looked 
each  of  thoee  members  in  their  eyes 
and  said,  “AH  of  us  have  a  past.  All  of  us 
have  done  something  in  our  past  that  we 
regret  However,  there  is  nothing  we  can 
do  about  our  past,  but  we  can  do  a  whole 
lot  about  our  Future." 

With  that  said,  I  then  stated  a  num¬ 
ber  of  reasons  why  I  felt  it  would  be  in 


Guest  opinion 

with  Fred  Luter 


our  best  interest  to  not  get  out  of  the 
SBC: 

■  Southern  Baptists  allowed  us  to 
worship  in  the  building  we  were  in  at 
no  cost. 

■  The  SBC,  through  our  local  as¬ 
sociation.  provided  training  for  our 
ministry  leaders  without  cost. 

■  The  SBC,  through  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  allowed  us  to  use  the  gym 
and  other  buildings  for  outreach 
events. 

■  The  SBC  stands  on  the  infallibility 
of  the  Word  of  God. 

■  The  SBC  does  missions,  both  lo¬ 
cal  and  international,  better  than  any 
othergroup  in  the  nation. 

■  Tne  SBC  is  a  key  leader  in  disaster 
relief  nationwide. 

■  The  SBC  believes  in  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  evangelism,  discipleship,  and 
planting  churches. 

■  The  SBC  is  the  most  racially  di¬ 
verse  convention  in  the  nation. 

I  then  Stated,  The  SBC  is  not  a 
perfect  convention  by  any  means,  but  I 
truly  believe  that  the  SBC  exists  to  do 
the  will  of  God  on  this  earth.  So  let’s 
stay  with  this  convention  and  help  to 
carry  out  the  Great  Commission  and 
the  Great  Commandment  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."  I  then  asked  for  a  vote 
and  the  vote  was  unanimous  to  stay  in 
the  SBC. 

Looking  back  on  that  night,  without 
a  doubt  deciding  not  to  “ditch  our  de¬ 
nomination*  was  one  of  the  best  deci 
•ions  we  have  ever  made  as  a  church. 

Luter  is  pastor  of  Franklin  Avenue 
Church  in  New  Orleans  and  a  former 
two-term  president  of  the  SBC.  His 

tist  Fn^/SdiSS^^ >tylean$  length 
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New  crop  of  IMB  missionaries 


RICHMOND,  Vi.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Southern  Baptists 
celebrated  the  sending  of  66  new 
international  missionaries  Sept 
26  at  Grove  Avenue  Church  in 
Richmond,  Va. 

The  new  missionaries  shared 
how  God  has  woven  through¬ 
out  their  lives  a  desire  to  take 
His  Gospel  to  people  who  have 
never  heard  —  and  each  story 
evidenced  God’s  role  for  every 
church  to  take  His  Good  News  to 
every  nation. 

“The  Lord  has  always  moved 
my  life  through  stones,”  said 
Caroline  Reel,  who  is  being  sent 
bv  her  churches.  Restoration 


and  Bullard  Chapel  Church  in 
Tishomingo,  Ok.,  to  serve  among 
refugee  peoples  in  Uganda. 

“Prom  the  missionaries’  sto¬ 
ries  at  [Girls  in  Action]  camps 
when  I  was  a  little  girl,  to  story- 
ing  through  the  Bible  on  mission 
as  part  of  ny  education,  stories 
have  connected  me  to  God’s  plan 
to  share  His  life-giving  story 
with  the  nations." 

Missionary  appointees  with 
Mississippi  Baptist  connections 
include: 

■  Edward  and  Kathleen  Hill. 
Sending  church:  Northcrest 
Church,  Meridian.  Affinity:  Sub- 
Saharan  African  peoples. 

■  Heidi  Toledo  (not  her  real 
name).  Sending  church:  Uniden¬ 
tified  for  security  reasons.  Affin¬ 
ity:  Southeast  Asian  peoples. 

■  Matt  &  Jayna  Seidel  (not 
their  real  names).  Sending* 
church:  Unidentified  for  security 
reasons.  Affinity:  Central  Asian 

Pe<Arnong  others  commissioned 
by  the  International  Mission 
Board  on  Sept.  26: 

■  Years  ago  as  a  young  couple 
in  Ecuador,  Patrick  and  Victoria 
Regalado  learned  of  the  great 
need  for  Hispanic  pastors  in  the 
United  States.  In  1988,  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  NewYork  CStjrto  reach 
Latinos  for  Christ 

The  last  10  years  we  have 
traveled  to  the  Americas  and 
around  the  United  States  equip¬ 
ping  church  leaders,”  Patrick 
said.  Now  the  couple  feds  that 


God  is  leading  diem  to  Latin 
America  to  equip  pastors  and 
leaders.  They  are  being  sent  by 
Judson  Church  in  Na&hvifle. 

■  God  used  the  2015  refugee 
crisis  to  move  missions  from  “a 
good  idea”  to  God’s  priority  in 
die  lives  of  Stephen  and  Amy 
Morgan,  who  are  sent  by  Lake- 
shore  Church  in  New  Orleans  to 


“We  aren’t  special,"  Amy  said 
“We  feel  God’s  hand  has  been  in 
our  education  and  experiences 
directing  us  toward  missional 
service. 

■  The -path  to  missions  ser¬ 
vice  started  eight  years  ago  for 


by  Saddleback  Valley  Commu¬ 
nity  Church  in  California,  with 
a  ample  prayer  “God  use  us  to 
do  whatever  it  takes  to  reach  one 
more  for  Jesus.”  The  Parks  will 
share  God’s  love  in  Spain. 

■  God  saved  Jeff  Johnson  (not 
his  teal  name)  around  the  time  of 
the  tragic  events  of  S«pt- 11,2001, 
and  gave  him  a  passion  to  share 
the  Gospel,  with  a  special  burden 
to  share  with  Muslims. 

■  Sophia  Johnson  (not  her 
real  name)  heard  the  Gospel  from 
a  missionary  while  growing  up  in 
a  Roman  Catholic  home  in  Oaxa¬ 
ca,  Mexico.  On  her  first  mission 
trip  to  Cuba  in  1998,  God  called 
her  to  take  the  Gospel  to  the  na¬ 
tions.  She  and  her  husband  aie 
being  sent  to  the  people  of  North 
Africa  and  the  Middle  East. 


TO  THE  FIELD  -  Southern  Baptists  show  their  support  for  66  new  missionaries  during  a  Send 
ing  Celebration  at  Grove  Avenue  Church  in  Richmond.  Va.  The  new  appointees  will  share  the  Gospel 
from  South  America  to  East  Asia,  from  Sub-Saharan  Africa  to  Central  Asia,  from  South  Asia  to  Europe 
-  and  beyond.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 

said,  other  Deonle  were  opposed  sisting  on  praying  to  God,  and  Platt  said.  “His  love  is  not  mteod- 


■  As  a  refugee  in  the  Philip¬ 
pic,  Ruby  Ng  (not  her  reel 
name)  felt  the  love  of  many  mis¬ 
sionaries.  She  thanked  God  for 
adding  her  to  that  number  as 
Ruby  and  her  husband  Peter  (not 
his  real .  ame)  will  share  the  Gos¬ 
pel  with  the  400,000  Vietnamese 
living  throughout  Taiwan. 

Outgoing  International  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  president  David  Platt 
offered  four  exhortations  from 
the  Book  of-Daniel  to  the  new 
pelfsoflfieTas  ihey  head  out  into 
the  world  with  the  Good  News  of 
God’s  love. 

Reading  from  the  passage,  he 
gave  the  mat  exhortation:  May 
your  only  offense  be  obedience  to 

God's  Word.”  In  the  story,  Watt 


said,  other  people  were  opposed 
to  God’s  law  but  they  knew  Dan¬ 
iel  would  be  obedient  to  God’s 
law,  no  matter  what  it  cost  him. 

“Real  holiness  is  risking  your 
life  for  the  spread  of  God’s  King¬ 
dom,"  Platt  said.  “Offend  peopfc 
with  obedience  to  God’s  Word. 
Remove  obstacles  to  the  Gospel, 
but  don’t  remove  the  offense  of 
the  Gospel." 

Secondly,  Platt  exhorted: 
“May  your  deepest  joy  be  found 
and  your  greatest  work  be  done 
daily  on  your  knees.”  When  told 
not  to  pray  to  anyone  but  the 
king,  Daniel  decides,  "You  can 
take  my  life,  but  you  can’t  take 
my  time  with  the  Lord,  "*  Platt  re¬ 
counted.  “Live  like  that.  ...God, 
give  us  this  kind  of  prayer.” 

“Prayer  is  more  precious  to 
him  than  life,”  Platt  added.  “Is 
prayer  more  precious  to  you 
than  life?” 


sisting  on  praying  to  God,  and 
God  delivered  nim.  Daniel  testi¬ 
fied  to  God’s  protection,  saying, 
“My  God  sent  His  angel  and  shut 
the  lions’  mouths,  and  they  have 
not  harmed  me,  because  I  was 
found  blameless  before  him” 
(Daniel  6:22). 

“The  same  God  who  sent  His 
angels  to  shut  the  mouths  of  lions 
is  foe  same  God  who  is  leading 


you  and  is  with  you  every  step 


Platt  said.  “His  love  is  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  center  on  us,  it  is  intended 
to  spread  through  us.  If  we  would 
just  get  that,  it  would  change  our 
posture  in  Christianity  today.” 

During  the  missionary  testi¬ 
monies.  Rose  Sharkey  (not  her 
real  name),  who  is  being  sent 
with  her  husband  Alvin  (not  his 
real  name),  stated,  “Revelation 
4:11  says,  ‘Worthy  are  you,  our 
lord,  to  receive  j^ory  honor  and 


daily  on  your  knees."  When  told  protection  be  the  presence  of  God. 
not  to  pray  to  anyone  but  the  ...  Here’s  the  greatest  news:  Even 
long,  Daniel  decides,  "You  can  if  none  of  us  was  here,  you  would 
take  my  life,  but  you  can’t  take  not  be  alone.  You  have  nothing  to 
my  time  with  the  Lord,*”  Platt  re-  fear,  for  He  is  with  you.” 
counted.  “Live  like  that.  ...God,  Finally,  Platt  exhorted:  May 
give  us  this  kind  of  prayer."  your  life  cause  nations  to  give 

‘Prayer  is  more  precious  to  glory  to  God.  In  a  world  of  many 
him  than  life,”  Platt  added.  “Is  gods  and  many  kings,  tell  the 
prayer  more  precious  to  you  world  tee  is  one  God  ofgodB 
than  life?”  and  one  King  of  kings.  Th»  is 

Platt  gave  his  third  exhorta-  the  point  of  me  story.  God  de- 
tion:  “May  your  constant  protec-  signs  our  lives  for  the  display  of 

*** He6 ttokfrh^etofiel  was  loves  you  for  the  sake 

tossed  into  the  lion's  den  for  in-  of  His  glory  among  die  nations, 


your  journey  -  die  same  God,"  power,  for  you  created  aU  things, 
Platt  said.  May  your  constant  and  by  your  will  they  exist  and 
protection  be  the  presence  cf  God.  were  created.-  God  is  wormy 


to  receive  dory  “by  the  procla¬ 
mation  of  His  name  among  His 
creation  who  do  not  know  Him,” 
Alvin  said. 

The  Sharkeys  are  going  to 
share  God’s  glory  among  Bud¬ 
dhist  peoples  of  South  Asia.  Use 
all  IMB  missionaries,  they  are 
supported  by  Southern  Baptists’ 
gifts  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  and  the  Lottie  Moon 


Johnny  Hunt  co-pastor  chosen  for  leadership  transition 

_  __  »  _ *  n.T _  * _ 1-  UnHnn  a  nntrvp  flf  W*T- 


WOODSTOCK.  G*.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  Members  of 
First  Church  in  Woodstock, 
Ge.,  the  24th  largest  church  in 
the  47,000-church  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  voted  over¬ 
whelmingly  on  Sept  16  few  At- 
lanta-area  pastor  Jeremy  Mor¬ 
ton  to  serve  alongside  Johnny 
Hunt  as  co-pastor  while  the 
church  moves  forward  with  a 
leadership  transition. 

Hunt,  former  two-term  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  announced  in  late 
August  that  he  wffl  be  joining 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 


MORTON  HUNT 

Convention  in  Alpharetta,  Ga., 
as  senior  vice  president  of  evan¬ 
gelism  and  leadership. 

He  is  a  popular  speaker  with 
Mississippi  Baptists,  traveling 
to  the  state  several  times  in 
recent  years  for  seminars  and 
lectures. 


Morton,  age  37.  is  senior 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Cart- 
ersvflle,  Ga.  He  preached  in 
both  Sunday  morning  services 
at  First  Church,  Woodstock  on 
Sept.  16  ih  view  of  a  call  to  serve 
alongside  Hunt 

“Jeremy  will  ultimately  be¬ 
come  die  senior  pastor,  but  not 
until  he  and  Pastor  Johnny  feel 
the  timing  is  best  for  the  church” 
according  to  a  First  Church, 
Woodstock  news  release, 

“Since  I  was  a  teen  pastor 
Johnny  Hunt  has  been  one  of 
my  heroes,”  Morton  told  The 
Christian  Index  newspaper  of 
the  Georgia  Baptist  Convention. 


"Now,  to  work  at  his  side  as  co¬ 
pastor  is  an  honor  more  mean¬ 
ingful  than  1  can  describe.” 

Hunt  commented  that  in 
praying  through  the  time  of  tran¬ 
sition  at  First  Church,  Wood- 
stock,  “I  asked  the  Lord  to  show 
me  His  man.  I  fed  that  Jeremy 
fits  every  quality  I  felt  needed  to 
lead  FBCW  to  its  best  days.  He’s 
a  great  family  man,  a  great  Bible 


preacher,  a  personal  soul-win¬ 
ner,  and  tremendous  at  building 
relationships  with  God’s  people 
“I’m  elated  that  he  will  pas¬ 


tor  my  children,  grandchildren 
and  my  wife  Janet  and  me, 
Hunt  said. 


Morton,  a  native  of  War¬ 
ner  Robins,  Ga.,  has  led  First 
Church,  CartersviBe,  Ga.,  the 
past  five  years,  previously  serv¬ 
ing  13  years  as  the  founding 
pastor /church  planter  of  Cron 
Point  Church  in  die  central 
Georgia  town  of  Perry. 

A  graduate  of  Brewton-Pate 
College  in  Mt  Vernon,  GtL,  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  Morton 
fe  currently  working  on  his  doc¬ 
tor  of  ministry  degree  in  exposi¬ 
tory  preaching  through  Sooth- 
western  Seminary  in  R  Worth. 

He  and  his  wife  Carrie  have 
three  children:  Zeke,  Madie, 
and  Abe. 
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Stuffed 


Probably  many  of  you  heard  about 
and  maybe  even  saw  the  guy  on 
the  Fourth  of  July  eat  all  those 
hot  dogs.  The  man’s  name  is  Joey  "Jaws’ 
Chestnut  He  was  eating  hotdogs  in  the 
eating  contest  and  for  the  nth  time  he 
was  the  champion.  Only  this  time,  he 
set  a  new  record.  If  you  didn’t  see  this, 
don’t  go  back  and  look  it  up  and  watch  it 
because  it’s  not...  take  my  word  for  it,  it's 
not  worth  sitting  through  10  minutes  to 
watch  him  eat  74  hotdogs  plus  the  buns. 
Can  you  imagine? 

I  grew  up  as  a  kid  oftentimes  say¬ 
ing  at  a  meal  or  at  the  close  of  a  meal, 

“I  m  stuffed!”  or  occasionally  I  would 
say  something  like,  “I’m  foil  as  a  tick." 
Country  folks  —  we  knew  what  that 
meant.  As  I  got  older,  I  was  impressed 
by  some  folks  wanting  to  upgrade  my 
social  niceties  and  they  said,  "You 
shouldn’t  say,  Tm  stuffed.’*  I  remem¬ 
ber  asking  a  fella  one  time,  “Well,  if  I’m 
not  to  say  that,  what’s  the  best  thing  to 
say?’  He  told  me  to  reply,  “Thank  you, 
but  I  have  eaten  sufficiently.” 

I’ve  never  forgotten  what  he  told 
me,  but  I  don’t  ever  remember  us¬ 
ing  it  either.  There  have  been  many 
times  when  I  have  eaten  sufficiently.  I 
cannot  imagine  eating  74  hotdogs  and 
buns  in  a  10-minute  span.  In  fact,  I  am 
not  sure  I’ve  eaten  that  many  hotdogs 
in  buns  in  my  entire  life  —  all  of  them 
combined,  not  all  my  lives  but  all  of 
my  hotdogs  combined.  Joey  Chestnut 
is  the  king  of  stuffing  himself.  He  has 
overstuffed  himself  beyond  any  of  the 
competitors  for  11  times. 

I’m  not  sure  how  this  got  started 
but  there  are  all  kinds  of  eating 
events.  How  many  hamburgers, 
chicken  wings,  tacos,  or  marshmal¬ 
lows  can  be  eaten  in  a  set  period  of 
time?  Like  Joey  Chestnut,  some  folks 
make  a  living  out  of  it.  In  a  world 
where  we  all  may  eat  sufficiently,  we 
also  recognize  that  we  don’t  need  to 


be  eating  as  much  as  we  eat  most  of 
the  time.  As  a  result,  especially  here 
in  America,  it  seems  as  though  99% 
of  the  population  either  wants  to  or 
needs  to  be  on  some  kind  of  weight 
reduction  program  because  we  get 
stuffed  too  much,  too  often. 

I’m  confident  the  writer  of  Hebrews 
never  heard  of  Joey  Chestnut.  I  don’t 
think  they  had  any  kind  of  eating 
contest  back  in  those  days,  but  tnere’s 
an  interesting  passage  of  Scripture 
where  the  Hebrew  writer  is  telling 
us  we  need  to  get  our  bodies  in  gear 
and  active,  using  them  efficiently 
and  proficiently.  Apparently  some  of 
the  believers,  if  not  many  of  them, 
had  gotten  to  where  they  ate  and  ate 
sufficiently  but  were  not  putting  the 
calories  or  their  bodies  or  their  spiri¬ 
tual  lives  in  action  and  so  they  were 
becoming  folks  who  sat,  not  involved, 
not  active,  not  participating,  not  using 
the  gifts,  abilities,  ana  opportunities 
Goa  gave  them.  As  a  consequence, 
they  became  weaker  and  weaker  to 
the  point,  apparently,  that  they  were 
just  taking  in  food  and  calories  but 
not  able  to  do  anything. 


In  Hebrews  12:12  the  writer  ad¬ 
dresses  this.  Hey,  we  need  to  get  up 
and  get  involved  and  get  active  and 
strengthen  our  bodies.  You  can  read 
the  passage  and  understand  he’s 
talking  about  spiritually.  We  need  to 
get  what  we  are  taking  m  involved 
m  what  we  are  extending  outwardly. 
The  NIV  says  it  like  this,  “Therefore, 
strengthen  your  feeble  arms  and  weak 
knees.  ’Make  level  paths  for  your  feet,’ 
so  that  the  lame  may  not  be  disabled, 
but  rather  healed.  Make  every  effort  to 
live  in  peace  with  everyone  anff  to  be 
holy;  without  holiness  no  one  will  see 
the  Lord’  (Hebrews  12:12-14).  When 
you  read  that  and  pause  and  see  it  in 
its  context  you  begin  to  understand 
that  oftentimes  we  become  people  who 
just  eat,  absorb,  want  more  to  eat,  and 
rarely  put  into  action  the  calories  and 
energy  that  we  are  taking  in. 

I  have  known  a  few  folks  through 
the  years  who  just  loved  to  take  in 
more  of  the  milk  of  the  Word  than  the 
meat  of  the  Word.  They  would  travel 
a  long  way  to  get  to  a  conference  to 
sit  and  eat  some  more  of  the  good 
things  of  God.  Give  me  some  of  the 


bread.  Give  me  some  of  the  honey  of 
the  things  of  God,  and  almost  without 
knowing  it,  they  were  putting  on  more 
and  more  weight  and  expending  less 
and  less  of  the  calories  to  serve,  to 
help,  to  love,  to  care.  They  had  not  rec¬ 
ognized  that  in  trying  to  take  in  more 
to  have  spiritual  strength,  they  were 
become  weaker  because  there  was  no 
exercise  of  what  they  got.  The  things 
they  were  receiving  bad  not  been  put 
into  exercises  that  would  care  for  the 
things  of  God. 

It  s  a  strange  thing,  isn’t  it,  but  it’s 
so  easy  for  us  to  do.  We  enjoy  hearing 
of  the  things  of  God.  It  can  be  inspi¬ 
rational.  It  can  be  encouraging.  It  can 
be  instructive,  but  what  if  we  never 
get  around  to  getting  up,  lifting  up  our 
arms,  putting  our  hands  in  action,  or  as 
the  writer  of  Hebrews  says,  “Strengthen 
your  feeble  arms  and  weak  knees" 
(Hebrews  12:12)?  Spend  some  time 
putting  them  into  service.  Physically, 
all  of  us  can  relate  to  this.  Spiritually, 
sometimes  we  miss  out.  Let  me  give  you 
some  thoughts  and  HI  be  through. 

The  first  thought  is  the  writer  of  He¬ 
brews  is  telling  us,  you  know.. .now 
show.  A  second  thing  he  tells  us  is 
you  were  full. ..now  share.  A  third 
thing  that  seems  to  be  implied  is  you 
want  more.. .for  what?  What  will 
you  do  if  God  gives  you  more  insight, 
more  inspiration,  more  food  to  ingest, 
more  goodness  from  heaven  flows 
into  your  life,  for  what?  God  wants  to 
bless  us,  but  He  wants  to  bless  us  to 
be  a  blessing.  We  can  either  sit  on  the 
sidelines  weak  and  unable  to  partici¬ 
pate,  or  we  can  get  up  and  strengthen 
our  hands  and  our  arms,  our  legs  and 
our  feet;  everything  about  us  to  touch 
the  lives  of  others,  and  to  that  end,  the 
Lord  wants  to  use  each  of  us. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directions@mbcb.org. 


Hotel/Motel  Rates  for  Convention 

2?'?  |2018  N“.e-1£l**f.da,e  ra*«  O  October  15.  2018  Rates  wilt  go  up  after 
the  iStasisS^p!  Be^aCo^^b^1  dat°"  ***  bekM')  When  v'*'****  reservations  be  sure  to  tel  them  you  areattending 


Cabot  Lodge-Millsaps 

(601)9488650 


Holiday  Inn  Express 


$94.00  Singto/Double  per  night  +  tax 
2375  North  State  Street 
Jackson.  MS  39202 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 

Cabot  Lodge-ttidgeJand 

(601)  957*0757 

$94.00  Single/Double  per  night  +  tax 
120  Dyess  Road 
Ffcdgeiand.  MS  39157 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 

Country  Inn  &  Suites 

(601)  420*2244 

$79.00  Singfe/Doubto  per  night  +  tax 
3051  White  Btvd 
Read.  MS  39206 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 


Drury  Inn  &  Suites 

(601)  956-6100 

$99  99/$  104  99  Queens/King  per  night 
+  tax 

610  East  County  Line  Road 
Ridgeland.  MS  39157 
Please  refer  to  Group  #2360273 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 

Hilton  Garden  Inn 

(601)487-0800 

$139.00  Single/Double  per  night  ♦  tax 
118  Laurel  Perk  Cove 
Flowood.MS  39232 
Breakfast :  vahed  price  from  menu 

Hobday  Inn 

(601)  939-6238 

$119.99  Singte/Doubie  per  night  +  tax 
110  Bass  Pro  Drive 
Pearl.  MS  39208 

Breakfast  -  vahed  price  from  menu 


(601)  948-4466 

$98.00  Single/Double  per  night  +  tax 
310  Greymont  Street 
Jackson.  MS  39202 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 

Old  Capitol  Inn 

(601)359-9000 

$135.00  Single/Double  per  mght  +  tax 
226  North  State  Street 
Jackson.  MS  39201 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 

The  Wester 

(800)  937-8461 

$139  00  Single/Double  per  night  +  tax 
+  parking 

407  South  Congress  Street 
Jackson  MS  39201 
*  Ci*  off  for  reservations  was  9/28/18 
Breakfast  -  Varied  price 


Preschool  Cars  for  Convention 

Preschool  care  will  be  available  for 
children  by  pre-registration,  ages 
birth  through  five,  at  First  Church. 
Jackson,  during  the  Pastors'  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.  October  29.  noon 
-  October  31.  2018.  To  pre-register, 
contact  Bonnie  Snellgrove.  childcare 
coordinator,  at  (601)  949-1997  or 
BsneUyrove^fbcj  org .  AH  children 
must  be  pre-registered  by  Monday. 
October  22.  2018.  Details  of  where 
childcare  will  be  located  will  be  e- 
mailed  to  all  parents  before  the  start 
of  convention.  Following  are  the 
procedures  upon  arrival: 

1.  Pre-register,  giving  name  and  age 
of  each  child,  the  parent,  and  the 
church 

2.  Pick  up  a  security  card  for  each 
child  on  arrival. 

3.  Be  sure  aN  belongings  are  labeled 

4.  Far  infants,  leave  a  time  schedule 
for  feeding. 

5.  Leave  the  children  no  earlier  than 
15  minutes  before  the  beginning  of 
a  session  and  pick  them  up  no  later 
than  16  minutes  after  the  doe#  of 
the  session 

Children  may  remain  in  the  pre¬ 
school  area  during  the  Convention 
lunch  break  on  Tuesday  if  parents 
provide  a  sack  lunch. 
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When  moot  Baptists  think  about 
the  Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion  (CAC),  they  think  about 
moral,  social,  and  leeal  issues  affected 
by  our  elected  officials.  I  very  much 
enjoy  my  work  “across  the  street."  I 
wonder  now  many  times  during  my 
two  regular  sessions  and  two  (yes,  two) 
specialsessions  of  our  Legislature  that 
1  have  walked ‘across  the  street."  Our 
Baptist  Building  is  diagonal  across  the 
street  from  the  Capitol.  We  are  the 
southeast  corner  of  State  Street  and 
Mississippi  Street,  and  the  Capitol  is 
the  northwest  corner. 

I  try  to  be  available  to  our  elected  offi¬ 
cials  in  the  Capitol.  With  name  tag  on  my 
left  lapel,  I  walk  the  halls,  stand  in  and 
around  me  rotunda,  sit  in  the  hearing 
rooms,  and  most  of  all,  look  down  from 
the  gallery  on  the  Senate  and  the  House. 

We  try  to  build  relationships  with 
your  senators  and  representatives.  We 


‘The’  Cross 


try  to  earn  equity  with  these  men  and 
women.  We  don’t  always  agree,  but  we 
try  to  interact,  not  react,  with  them  in 
a  constructive  way.  Though  we  lost  the 
battle  of  the  lottery,  we  have  not  lost 
the  war.  I  believe  the  credibility  of  the 
CAC  pew  during  our  2-year  struggle 
with  the  lottery.  We  live  to  fight  an¬ 
other  day.  I  enjoy  my  work ‘ACROSS 
the  street" 

But,  the  majority  of  my  time  as  the 
Executive  Director  of  the  CAC  is  spent 
‘across  the  state."  What  a  privilege  for 
me  to  preach  and  teach  in  the  church¬ 
es,  the  associations,  the  schools,  and 
the  Baptist  Student  Unions  across  the 


state.  What  a  joy  to ‘rightly  divide" 
the  WORD. 

Whether  at  a  Lamplighter  confer¬ 
ence,  or  a  revival,  or  a  youth  camp, 
or  Bible  study,  or  doing  supply,  I  can 
help  educate  and  equip  our  Mississippi 
Baptists  on  the  ethical  application  of  a 
Biblical  World  View.  Orthodoxy  afiectr 
Orthopraxy.  Convictions  affect  conduct 
Beliefs  affect  behavior.  Attitudes  affect 
actions.  Doctrine  affects  decisions. 

What  is  down  in  the  well  will  come  up 
in  the  bucket.  ‘As  a  man  thinks  in  his 
heart,  so  is  he,"  Proverbs  237. 

As  I  work  hard  to  be  available 
across  the  street,  I  want  to  be  available 


across  the  state.  My  middle  name  is 
still  ‘available." 

At  the  heart  of  the  work  of  the  CAC 
across  the  street  and  across  the  state 
is  "a  cross.’’  “On  a  hill  far  away  stood 
an  old  rugged  cross."  We  do  what 
we  do  because  of  “a  cross."  ‘At  the 
cross,  at  the  cross,  where  I  ffrst  saw 
the  light."  The  priority  of  our  ministry 
at  the  CAC  is  "a  cross.  ‘Jesus,  keep 
me  near  the  cross."  As  Director  of  the 
CAC,  I  am  so  blessed  to  join  with  Dr. 
Futral  in  calling  our  state  to  revival 
and  calling  sinners  to  repentance. 
Across  the  street  and  across  the  state, 
we  call  everyone  to  a  cross  —  THE 
CROSS  of  dirist. 

Digby  is  executive  director-treasurer 


Digbu  is  executive  director-treasw 
of  the  Christian  Action  Commission. 
He  can  be  reached  at  (601)  292-3329/ 
(Kce,  (662)  284-9163/cell,  or  by  e-m 


office,  (662)  284’9163/cell ,  or  by  e-mail 
at  hhgby@christianaction.com. 


Hearina  is  Believin< 


College  News 


Jackson  1-800-844-1200  or  Hal 
argoonllnsal 
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A  prominent  business  leader  for  decades.  Robert  H  V  cr' 
president  of  Watson  Quality  Ford  in  Jackson  will  receive  MIS¬ 
SISSIPPI  COLLEGE'S  Award  of  Excellence  at  the  university  s 
2018  Homecoming.  He  wil  receive  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Business 
Administration  as  a  tribute  to  his  distinguished  service.  Activities 
include  an  October  26  awards  banquet  at  Anderson  Hall  The  din¬ 
ner  begins  at  6  p.m.  that  Friday  evening  on  the  Clinton  campus 
Watson  also  will  ride  along  College  Street  with  others  in  the  Blue 
8  Gold  family  at  the  Homecoming  parade  on  Saturday  October  27. 


DOF  RA  KPR  EOHOUJO  BAX  IUFC 


JPUR  IATEG:  SAT  WOHPXGO  AS 
FCOGO  FCURMG  HAKOFC  FCO  ITPFC 


A3  MAE  XYAR  FCO  HCUDETOR  AS 


EUGAWOEUORHO. 


OYCOGUPRG SUJO:  GUL 
Clue:  L  =  X 

Have  fun  with  cryptograph y  and  exercise  year  KNe 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  some  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  punle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzrle:  Hebrcus  4:1 

0 y  Charles  Marx,  1 032-2004.  ©  2005 


Congressmen  Gregg  Harper  wiU  receive  the  Order  of  the  Golden 
Arrow  Award  at  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE'S  2018  Homecoming 
The  1978  Mississippi  College  graduate  will  be  honored  at  a  6  p.m. 
awards  dinner  on  the  Clinton  campus  on  October  26.  The  Order  of 
the  Golden  Arrow  Award  recognizes  individuals  for  their  expanding 
personal  achievements  during  their  careers.  Tickets  to  the  awards 
dinner  at  Anderson  Halt  cost  $25  For  more  information  on  MC  s 
2018  Homecoming  on  October  26-27.  contact  Lori  Bobo  of  the  Alumni 
Affairs  Office  at  (601)  925-3252  or  IboboGmc  edu 


Staff  Changes 


ff 


ARLINGTON  CHURCH,  ROGUE  CHITTO,  GRACE  CHURCH.  MT.  PLEASANT,  has 

has  called  Stephen  Slump  as  pastor  Pictured  are  called  Tra  Shawn  Standifer  (left),  a  Blue  Mountain 
wife  Jennifer  and  children  Joseph  Hannah,  and  College  student,  as  minister  of  youth  Paul  Betts 
Matthew  (nght)  *  Pa*°r 


The  Baptist  Record  October  4,  2018 


I 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

►  New  Hope  Church, 
Foxworth:  Homecoming. 
Oct  Ttj 


Just  for  the  Record 


mm. 

Union  County:  175th  an¬ 
niversary -  Oct  T,  aeraee, 
10  ami.,  followed  by  a  fel¬ 
lowship  meal;  Lovelace 
Family,  music;  Andrew 
Chesteen,  speaker. 

►  Macedonia  Church, 
Calhoun  City:  175th  an¬ 
niversary,  Oct.  T,  service, 
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ervice. 


Cline  Tour*  Is  now  hiring  qualified 
Motorcoach  Operators! 
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HEBRON  CHURCH  BENTONIA  nrHairvuH  - _ H  BABT  COLUMBIA  CHURCH,  COLUMBIA,  welcomed  Tammy  Anderson,  MBC8  WMU  consul- 

BEWI°W1A  0fd,Tl  two..T  d*aCOn>  *»"«  War  right)  M  speaker  at  its  churchwKto  annual  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offer.nfl  Empties* 
oZZn  Hrlderbrand.  pas-  recently  Also  shown  are  WMU  Women  on  Mission  and  pastor  Tim  Morrison. 


In  other  Church  Newt: 

►  life  of  Christ  annual  presentation  will  be  held  Dec.  8  from 
5-8  pjn.  at  Atwood  Water  Park  in  Monticello.  The  drive-by  pre¬ 
sentation  will  include  scenes  from  the  life  of  Christ  and  a  narra¬ 
tive  CD.  Admission  is  free. 


LAST  CHANCE  FOR 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISTS  TO  EXPERIENCE 

ISRAEL  -  IN  THE 
FOOTSTEPS  OF  JESUS 


Jerusalem  City  of  the  i'rns 
A  Resurrct'tiim 


|  BEULAH  CHURCH,  DECATUR,  presented 
a  plaque  to  Barbara  J.  Harrison  in  appreciation 
for  her  service  for  30  years  as  pianist  at  Beulah 
Shown  are  Harrison  end  Luke  Howell,  music  min¬ 
ister  Gary  Rivers,  pastor. 


SPRINGFIELD  CHURCH,  SCOTT  ASSO¬ 
CIATION,  acknowledged  Homer  Willingham  for 
his  service  on  the  deacon  board  and  for  18  years 
of  service  as  Sunday  School  director  Shown  are 
interim  pastor  Ken  Mctemore  and  Willingham 


:eb.  12-20  With  Dr.  Charles  Gammel  - 
Pastor.  Port  Gibson  Baptist  Church 


Jerusalem.  Gethsemane.  Calvary. 
Garden  Tomb.  Upper  Room.  Mount  of  Olives. 
Bethlehem.  Nazareth.  Capernaum. 
Mount  of  Beatitudes.  Place  of  Baptism. 

Sea  of  Galilee  &  More. 

Twin -$3,145  I  Triple -$3,097  I  Single- $3. 4M 
INCLUDES. 

Airfare  Transportation  to  Airport.  Full  tipping  to  Israeli  Guide. 
Driver  &  other  service-providers  All  nights  in  First-Class 
Jerusalem  hotel.  AN  sightseeing  &  admissions. 
Breakfast  A  Dinner  daily.  Much  More 

NOVEMBER  1  DEADUNE 


For  detuled  brochure  e-mail  David  Ray 
BSCI  Toi.r  Ministry  -  Jackson 
traveltourjax  aol.com  I  Phone  769-231-8472 


Branson  Blanton  and  Megan  Vanover  were  ARBOR  GROVE  CHURCH,  HOUSTON, 

honored  with  a  reception  at  GILLSBURG  recently  ordained  WHI  Livingston  to  the  Gospel 

CHURCH,  GILLSBURG,  m  recognition  of  Jheir  ministry.  Shown  are  Ronald  Masks.  Livingston, 
year's  service  leading  the  music  program  Laura  Livingston,  and  pastor  Jason  Bratsfteid 


iX  W, i  x 


FIRST  CHURCH,  WINONA,  held  a  parent/baby  dedication  on  Father's  Day.  Shown  ere;  Ryan. 
Maggie.  8  John  Sadler  Taylor;  Michael.  Amanda.  8  Luke  Hutton  Pegg;  James.  Heather  James  Saw¬ 
yer.  Demi.  8  Aubrey  Mims.  Nick.  Erin.  8  Medilynn  Jo  Estrada;  Regan.  Kyle  and  Kathryn  BeM  Cravens 
and  Pastor  Jay  Anderson 
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JERICHO  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  A  SMALL  COUNTY  LME  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
RURAL  CHURCH,  LOCATED  IN  UNION  CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MS  IS  SEEKING 
COUNTY,  MS,  IS  SEARCHING  FOR  A  A  WORSHIP  LEADER.  PLEASE  E-MAIL 
FULL  TIME  PASTOR.  Resumes  may  be  RESUMES  TO  dbclAat!  net  OR  MAIL  TO 
mated  to  Fredrick  Owen,  1052  County  Road  P  0  BOX  578,  CRYSTAL  SPRINGS.  MS 
175,  Guntown  MS  38849  or  E-matetfto  39059  ATT:  SEARCH  COMMITTEE/WOR- 
FCOwenQbeteouth.net  SHIP  LEADER 

HEUCKS  RETREAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  WOOOLAMM  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BROOKHAVEN,  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  VICKSBURG,  MS.  SC  EKING  A  PART 
Bl- VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  TIME  YOUTH  PASTOR  Email  resume  to 


DREW  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SEEKING  A 
Bl-VOCATIONAL  PASTOR—  Pteaeeemail 
resume  to  drawbaptjstchurch@gmaii  con 
or  U  S  mail  to  Drew  Baptist  Church,  139  S 
Church  St  .  Drew.  MS  38737 
THE  LAUOERDALE  BAPTIST  ASSO¬ 
CIATION  IS  ACCEPTMG  RESUMES  NOW 
THROUGH  OCTOBSt  12  FOR  ASSO- 
CIATIONAL  MISSIONS  DIRECTOR.  Ones 
interested  may  mai  resume  to  P.O.  Box  549, 
Marion,  MS  39342 

SMmMLLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
PRAYERFULLY  SEEKMG  A  FULL  T«E 
YOUTH  MINISTER  Resumes  can  be  teat  to; 
SmMhvNe  Baptist  Church,  PO  Bor  52.  Smih- 
vAe.MS  38870.  Or  sbcQtraceroainet 


MEADOV'VIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
STARKVILE  IS  SEARCHING  FOR  A 
BL  VOCATIONAL  COLLEGE  MINISTER. 
Minimum  requirements  are  two  years  of 
cologi  education  and  two  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  in  ministry  Please  submit  your  resume 

gmel.com. 

UNITY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MOSELLE,  MS 
»  ACCEPTMG  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL- 
TRIE  PASTOR.  Pteaee  mai  resumes  to 
Unity  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  158,  Moeete, 
MS  39459  Or  you  may  email  (hem  to  ubc. 
reeumesQyahoo  com  Either  should  be 
oesignaiea  as  Aimvoon.  rasior  oaarun 
Committee 


WOODLAWN  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
VICKSBURG,  MS.  SCSK1NG  A  PART 

TIME  YOUTH  PAST0*c  Email  resume  to 

- ** - ■*  — — « — 

aruiwvo^wooaiawnoc  com 

FBC  COLDWATER  IS  LOOKMG  FOR  A 
FULL  TIME  PIAISST.  Please  send  resume 
to  FBC  PO  Box  347  Cotdwetor,  MS  38618 
attention  James  Overton 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDEDQNEW 
HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  MONTICELLO. 
MS  BLVOCATIONAUPART  TRIE  JOB. 
Sundays  Only  If  interested  contact  Office 
§801-587-2880  or  send  resume  to  618  Car¬ 
mel  New  Hope  Rd.  Monttcetto,  MS  39654  or 
emat  nhbc§wt>4me.com  Cotoge  students 
welcome  to  apply.  References  required 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptisj  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  e-rnatl  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch  pa¬ 
per  and  mailed.  AH  articles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  ar¬ 
ticles  will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  wiH  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what,  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  e-mt.il  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  wRl  not  tie  accepted  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  welMighted.  Photographs  must  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs  wil 
be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
objectionable  dothing  wiH  not  be  published  Ce«  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  well 
on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
wiH  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  wil  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned.  All  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  aN  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  data  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wil  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basts  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O  Box  630.  Jackson. 
MS  392050530  FAX  (001)  292-3330.  E-mail  baptistrecordC 
mbcb.org. 


«  v  A  ,  V  v.v. 
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MS  POSITIONS 


Truth  is  not  relative 


Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  praver  with  God 
in  vnur  ow n  words: 
1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  vnu.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 
9\  and  freedom  from  eternal  death,  (t  repent.) 

1.  I  believe  |esus  died  and  rose  from  the 
.jt-  §  grave  to  forgive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 

mv  relationship  with  vou. 
jff  (I  believe  in  |esus.) 

4.  By  taith,  I  invite  )esus  Christ  into  mv  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
vvilh  Him.  (I  receive  (  hrist  as  mv  Savior  and  lord.) 
as  reieived  him ,  to»them  he  g.i t«*  the  rii>ht  In  become  <  Itildrvn  of 
(•od,  even  to  tints*'  who  belie ie  in  his  name."  ijohn  1:12 ) 
a  decision  lor  Christ  todav,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

for  spiritual  guidance. 


Persecution  stirring  in  Burma 


YANGON,  Burma  (BP  and  lo-  Most  ot  the  Lugcu »  were  Bap-  soldiers  in  the  past  week  detained 
cal  reports)  —  Ethnic  Wa  rebels  tist  churches  in  Panghsang,  where  and  questioned  several  Christian 
this  month  shut  down  several  Wa  soldiers  destroyed  crosses,  leaders  in  the  Wa-controDed  re- 
Baptist  churches  or  destroyed  the  source  said  The  headquar-  gjon,  sources  said, 
then  buddings  and  temporar-  ters  of  die  Wa  military  is  located  U  Nyi  Rang,  a  spokesperson 
fly  detained  several  clergymen  in  Panhsang,  on  Burma’s  bolder  for  the  Wa  rebels,  described  the 
in  eastern  Burma,  also  known  as  with  China.  rebels  as  controlled  by  extremist 

Myanmar,  sources  said  A  video  showing  Wa  soldiers  pknvmts  and  said  Wa  officials  are 

On  the  border  with  China,  sol-  damaging  a  church  building  in  looking  into  whether  the  arrested 
diers  of  Myanmar’s  largest  ethnic  Mong  Maw  town  on  Sept  19  was  religious  leaders  are  allowed  to 
rebel  group,  die  Unitea  Wa  State  widely  circulated  by  Myanmar  cany  out  their  activities  in  rebei- 
Army.  attacked  the  churches  in  Facebook  users.  Local  sources  "  ’  ” 

the  rebels  autonomous  region  in  said  schools  built  by  Christian 
Shan  state,  according  to  Chnstian  organizations  in  Pangpsand  town 
leaders.  Burmese  authorities  are  also  have  been  shut  down, 
also  struggling  with  increasingly  “Not  only  churches  in  Pang- 
brutal  terrorism  at  the  hands  of  hsang  city  were  shut  down,  but 
Muslim  extremists.  churches  in  Mong  Maw  town  were 

“We  confirmed  that  at  least  12  also  destroyed”  said  Ah  Kar,  a  lo- 
churches  have  been  destroyed  or  cal  resident  in  Mong  Maw  town, 
closed  as  of  Sept  20,"  a  Chnstian  “Some  religious  leaders  -vere  ar- 
leader  who  has  lived  in  the  Wa  rested,  and  some  people  who  wor- 
region  for  several  decades  told  ship  were  briefly  arrested,  and 
Morning  Star  News.  they  were  head-shaved  before 

The  Wa  people  worship  ances-  release.  Some  of  those  who  were 

tral  spirits,  ana  the  move  by  the  head-shaved  were  women.” 

Wa  warriors  was  meant  to  nam-  Local  media  reported  that  the 
per  Christian  missionary  activity,  Wa  rebels  attacked  because  the 
said  the  leader  on  condition  of  church  buildings  were  buOt  with- 
anonymity.  out  their  permission.  The  rebel 


"I  heard  that  some  churches 
were  demolished  that  had  been, 
built  without  the  permission  or 
the  [Wa]  central  committee,” 

U  Nyi  Rang  told  the  Myanmar 
Times.  "We  are  trying  to  control 
the  instability  in  the  region  caused 
by  extremist,  unregistered  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  from  outside.* 

Although  most  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  in  Wa  territory  worships 
spirits,  there  are  also  Buddhists 
as  well  as  Christian  communi¬ 
ties  such  as  Baptists  and  Roman 
Catholics.  Many  area  members 
of  ethnic  minority  groups,  such 
as  the  Ahkar,  Lanu  and  Kachin, 
as  wefl  as  the  Wa,  are  Christians, 
sources  said. 

“We  live  in  hills  and  were  iso¬ 
lated,*  said  Tat  Nyi  Nat,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  who  lives  in  Nang  Pang  in  the 
Wa  region,  “but  we  got  a  chance  to 
study  and  became  educated  per¬ 
sons  because  of  the  Christian  mis- 
teonarir*.  We  were  happy,  but  we*' 
are  not  happy  for  the  future  of  our 
children.* 

Missionary  activity  among  the 
Wa  has  long  been  carried  out 
but  attacks  nave  been  growing 
steadily  worse  and  some  suspect 
Chinese  authorities  are  behind 
them,  a  local  Christian  leader  who 
is  a  long-time  resident  in  the  Wa 
region  told  Morning  Star  News. 

Editor's  note:  Morning  Star 
News  is  a  Cahfixiiia-based  in¬ 
dependent  news  servicefbcusing 
on  the  persecution  of  Christians 
worldwide.  Used  by  permission. 
Edited  for  style. 
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Mr.  Willis  Meadows 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Crostbwait  Jr. 

Mr.  Roy  F.  Moore  Jr. 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Gary  W.  Reitz 
Mr.  Charles  Newman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Dew 
Mr.  James  Newman 
Chesof  i960 
Mrs.  Gail  Kirkland 
Mrs.  Sally  Jixn  Oliver 
Mrs.  Nancy  B.  Morgan 
Mrs.  Eileen  Pardue 

Mr.  &  Mr*.  Darid  A.  Smith 

Mis.  Virginia  ‘Ginger*  Brown 
Pepper 


Dr.  Odoms  Wafti  Jr. 

MS  Bapt  Camenboo  Board 

Family 

Mr.  Chris  Wert 
Dr  .  ft  Mrs.  Maxwell  C.  Cooke 


Mr.  Emmett  M.  Skeen 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  O.C  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Daniel  A.  Smith 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jerry  W.  Cuevas 
Mrs.  ArdisFlorine  Spivey 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Bruton 
Mr.  Travis  Tadlock 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Bell 
Mr.  Scott  Thornton 
Mr.  fit  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Bill  ToOeson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Claries  Dew 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Ann  Withers 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jhnmy  Jenkins 


HONORS 


MEMORIALS 


Sean  A-  Milner,  Executive  Director 

HO.  Box  27 

CKntcm.  MS  39060-0027 
601)  922-2242  ... 

www.baptistchildreiinviHage.com 


Mrs  .  Shirley  Alexander 

Tinsley  BC 
Mr.  Bryan  Ashley 
Trinity’ BC  , 

Mr.  Wayne  Beasley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  A  Buchanan 
Mr.  Craig  Beech 
Ms.  Barbara  B.  Curie* 

Mr.  Aaron  Bdk 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Dew 
Miss  Amanda  Blakely 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Julia  Breaux 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Curtis  A- Buchanan 

Mis.  Margie  Brewer 
Mr.  Earl  Brewer 
Mrs.  Jo  Anne  Britt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Martha  Ann  Brooke 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Mary  Johnson  Lipaey 
Champion 

Gleaner's  SSC,  Pocahontas  BC 
Mrs.  Betty  Ann  Oawfcrd 
Ms.  Mary  McDaniel  Rogers 
Dr.  Mart  Chandler 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Dew 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Mary  June  Cookaey 
Explorers  SSC,  FBC  Vicksburg 
Vicksburg  HS  Spec  Ed  Dept 
Dexter  Peterson 
Mr.  Wilham  Dehpa  Covington 
Pete  ft  Jenny  Markow 
Mr  .  Curtis  Cranford 
Danqy  ft  Wanda  Hamilton 
Austin  ft  Csaey  Hamflton 
Denise  Bond 
Mr.  Jhnmy  Does 

Mrs.  EdwinaM.  Wise 
Mr.  Leon  Ferguson 
Ms.  Barbara  B.  Curlee 
Mi*  Regan  Nicole  Gaghardi 
Eddketon  BC 
Mrs.  Betty  Ruth  Gilland 
Trinity  BC 
Mrs.  “Bo*  Hagwood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Brents 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Mr.  Legum  Hamilton 
Arlington  BC 
Geri  Glynn  Haatinp 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bilv  G.  Hayings 

Mr  .  Lewis  Hatcher 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Chiton  Porter 
Mrs.  Brenda  OQcreaae  Herrin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  W.  Albritton 
Mr.  Mark  Hofoton 
Mrs.  Kathy  Cook 


Dr.  Ken  Kirk 
Mis.  Betty  Crosby 
Mr.  Jimmy  Lancaster 
Ms.  Patsy  J.  Zeidroan 
Mrs.  Helen  Gibson  Leggett 
Adult  Chna  5.  Croasway  Church 
Mrs.  Joyce  Ehxabeth  Jackson 
Lepetich 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Lindley 
Mr.JD.Loar 
Maurice  ft  JoAnn  Ingram 
CoL  Tom  Maxwell  Sr. 

Martha  Whittington 
Donna  Carr 
Linda  Hill 
Paula  CMton 
Mis.  Bobbie  RaeMiBs 


KWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BILOXI,  racomJy  hosted  Celeste  CadeHick- 
BCV  Public  Relations  Manager,  as  e  guest  speaker  during  their 
on  emphasis  Dr  Argile  Smith  and  Mrs.  Helen  Lyons  presented  Hickman  with 
net  ary  gift  for  The  Baptist  Children  s  Village 


MEMORIALS 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 


The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Housepa rents. The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children  s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty. The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health. They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Tom  Prather  at  tprather@bcvms.com  or  601-952-2422. 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www.baptisuhildrensvillage.com. 


Mary  Prances  Ladner 
Mr.  Charles  C.  Morgan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Pred  W.  Spain 
Mr.  Msrihene  Mullen 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Leroy  Peeples 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.V.  (Mary)  Partw 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Michael  W.  Parker 
Mrs.  Cindy  Brunt  Peters 
McCoolBC 
Mrs.  Ers  Friers 
Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Atherton 
Mr.  Paul  Powell 
The  Firm  of  Dixon  Hughes 
Goodman  LLP 
Mr.  ADeo  Raagan 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  Sumrall  Garner 
Mr.  Henry  Breetand  Roberts 


Mr  WUhteTi  ‘BUT  Dent 
Mrs  Ann  Melton 
Mr.  Thiry  Brown  Fegan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  R.  Hall 
Mrs.  Bilbe  Polk  Flynt 
Ms.  June  C.  Sullivan 
Mr.  Joe  W  Fortenberry 
Mi.  ft  Mrs.  L  J.  Gamer 
Mr.  Larry  Putral 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Byron  Dean 

Mrs.  Barbara  Gibaoo  Oikkr 


True  Fruit  •  Galatians  5:1-26 


Freed  (Galatians  5:13-15) 

Paul  reminded  the  Galatian  believ¬ 
ers  that  being  freed  from  the  law  did 
not  give  them  a  license  to  sin  but  rather 
opened  the  door  for  them  to  fulfill  the 
law  through  loving  others.  In  Paul’s 
day,  some  believed  that  since  they 
were  free  in  Christ,  they  could  behave 
as  they  pleased.  Peter  also  addressed 
this  problem.  He  wrote,  "Act  as  free 
men,  and  do  not  use  your  freedom  as 
a  covering  for  evil;  but  use  it  as  bond- 
slaves  of  God*  (1  Peter  2:16).  Folks,  we 
fight  the  same  problem  today.  People 
believe  that  freedom  in  Christ  gives 
them  license  to  sin.  Instead,  we  need 
to  realize  that  salvation  gives  the  be¬ 
liever  the  strength  to  avoid  sin  and  the 
opportunity  to  genuinely  love  others. 

Controlled  (Galatians  5:16-18) 

Paul  challenged  his  readers  to  live 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
So,  let's  consider  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
His  role  in  our  lives.  One  Bible  note 
includes  the  following:  The  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  is  “the  third  person  of  the  Trinity, 
equal  in  essence  to  God  the  Father 
and  God  the  Son.  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
apostles  recognized  the  Holy  Spirit  as 
a  person  of  the  Godhead  with  various 
divine  functions.  Through  the  Holy 
Spirit,  God  is  actively  present  in  be¬ 
lievers'  lives.* 

The  Holy  Spirit  was  present  when 
the  world  was  created  (Gen.  1:2).  In 


the  Old  Testament,  the  Holy  Spirit 
rested  upon  people.  In  Judges  3:10 
we  read,  T!  ie  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came 
upon  him.*  He  did  so  to  give  needed 
power  and-ability  to  a  person  chosen 
by  God.  Bezalel  received  artistic  abil¬ 
ity  (Exodus  3t:i“5)-  Jephthah  received 
military  prowess  from  the  Holy  Spirit 
(Judges  11:29).  David  was  empowered 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  rule  the  nation  (1 
Samuel  16:13).  While  the  Holy  spirit 
was  available  to  certain  .«u»lectpd  n 
pie  in  the 
Old  Tes- 
tament, 

Joel  saw 
a  day  in 
the  future 
where  the 
Holy  Spirit 
would  be 
available 
to 


W< 

work  in  the  New  Testament  .  Luke  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Holy  Spirit  more  than 
Matthew,  Mark,  and  John.  In  the  first 
chapter  of  his  Gospel,  Luke  wrote  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  filling  Elizabeth  and 
empowering  her  to  confirm  the  de¬ 
ity  of  the  baby  Mary  was  carrying.  In 
Acts  2,  Luke  wrote  about  Pentecost. 
On  that  day  the  Holy  Spirit  came  iust 
as  Joel  had  prophesied  and  Jesus  nad 


promised.  Instead  of  coming  upon  the 
people,  the  Holy  Spirit  filled  them. 
The  Holy  Spirit  was  essential  to  the 
establishment  of  the  early  church.  His 
work  is  also  essential  to  (mristians  and 
the  work  of  the  church  today. 

The  Holy  Spirit  has  various  roles. 
The  Holy  Spirit  prays  for  us  (Romans 
8:26),  enlightens  God's  Word  (Ro¬ 
mans  14  26),  tells  us  we  are  loved 
(Romans  5:5)  and  points  us  to  Christ 
'Ephesians  1:13-14).  He  is  our  Com¬ 
forter  (John 
7:37),  Helper 
(John  14:16), 
and  the  Giver 
of  gifts  (Ro- 
12:6- 
8).  We  are 
to  worship 
in  Spirit  and 
truth  (John 
4:24)  and 
are  sealed  by 
(Ephesians  4:30).  We 
ind  gifted  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  at  the  moment  we  accept  Jesus 
Christ  as  our  Lord  and  Savior.  We  need 
the  Hohr  Spirit  to  help  us  to  do  God's 
work  effectively,  lead  Spirit -controlled 
lives,  and  have  victory  over  sin.  Believ¬ 
ers  must  rely  on  the  Holy  Spirit  daily 
to  live  a  Chnst-honoring  life. 

Abandoned  (Galatians  5:19-21) 
Paul  identified  actions  taken  by 


the  sinful  person.  He  wrote,  “Now  the 
deeds  of  the  flesh  are  evident,  which 
are:  immorality,  impurity,  sensual¬ 
ity,  idolatry,  sorcery,  enmities,  strife, 
jealousy,  outbursts  of  anger,  disputes, 
dissensions,  factions,  envying,  drunk¬ 
enness,  and  carousing../  (w.  19-21). 
He  reminded  his  audience  that  people 
who  habitually  practice  these  actions 
would  not  be  a  part  of  God's  kingdom. 
Sin  leads  to  judgment  and  death. 

Produced  (Galatians  5:22-26) 

Paul  listed  the  actions  that  serve  as 
evidence  that  a  person  is  walking  by 
the  Spirit.  Every  time  I  think  about  the 
fruit  of  the  Spirit,  I  think  of  my  friend 
Deborah.  She  leads  the  fun  songs  dur¬ 
ing  our  annual  Vacation  Bible  SchooL 
She  has  taught  hundreds  of  kids  (and 
adults  like  me)  that  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  is  not  a  banana,  watermelon,  or 
lemon.  Instead,  the  fruit  includes  love, 
joy,  peace,  patience,  kindness,  good¬ 
ness,  faithfulness,  gentleness,  and 
self-control.  Paul  explained  that  these 
characteristics  come  only  through  fol¬ 
lowing  Christ.  Believers  should  dem¬ 
onstrate  a  life  characterized  by  fruit 
produced  by  godly  character. 

McGrow  is  a  NAMB-endorsed 
chaplain  at  Louisiana  State  Peni¬ 
tentiary  and  member  of  WoodaUk 
Church ,  Woodville.  * 


Going  Out  •  Acts  16:6-15 


In  August  2016,  I  was  privileged  to 
travel  to  Korea  to  be  a  part  of  a  great 
event  celebrating  the  60th  anniversary 
of  the  Far  Eastern  Broadcasting  Com¬ 
pany  (FEBC),  which  shares  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  with  over  a  billion  people  in 
149  languages  by  radio  daily.  Fourteen 
American  pastors  joined  forty-four  Ko¬ 
rean  pastors  (60  total,  one  for  each  year 
of  the  FEBC),  and  baptized  over  4,800 
Korean  soldiers  who  had  been  saved. 
I  remember  in  my  joy  thinking,  "This 
must  be  what  Pentecost  was  like!* 
Fellow  Mississippian  Rob  Futral 
was  with  us,  as  well  as  Bill  Patterson, 
former  pastor  in  Rankin  County,  who 
is  now  an  Associational  Missions  Di¬ 
rector  in  Kentucky.  Bill  and  his  wife 
were  missionaries  to  Korea  in  the 
1980*8,  so  I  asked  him  how  to  ask 
the  soldiers  in  Korean  if  they  had  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ.  We  pastors  stood  in  the 
middle  of  a  large  swimming  pool  and 
the  soldiers  came  in  sixty  at  a  time.  I 
asked  each  one  as  he  approached  me, 
"Yay-su  neem  meets  sim-nee-kah?"  or 
“Have  you  received  the  Lord  Jesus?" 
They  each  answered  me.  “Yay,  Yay-su 
neem  meets  sim-nee-dah,*  or,  “Yes,  I 
have  received  the  Lord  Jesus.  Then  I 
baptized  each  one.  What  a  day  of  re¬ 
joicing  for  all  of  us  as  we  witnessed  a 
great  work  of  God. 


We  celebrated  a  great  harvest  for  calls  some  believers  to  move  to  Ko- 
the  Lord,  though  I  lea  not  one  of  them  res,  learn  the  language,  and  witness 
to  Christ.  I  was  simply  honored  to  to  the  young  soldiers  there.  And  God 
baptize  some  of  them.  The  mission-  calls  all  believers  to  share  the  Gospel 
anes  who  were  chaplains  at  the  army  where  they  live  and  work, 
base  where  the  baptisms  took  place  Right  here  in  Mississippi,  over  one 
led  them  each  individually  to  Christ  million  people  do  not  know  the  Lord 
over  the  previous  year.  These  two  men  Jesus  personally.  Many  have  heard  of 
were  called  to  go,  and  they  did,  both  Him  but  do  not  know  Him.  Think  of 
learning  Korean  and  faithfully  doiiq;  that.  Over  a  million  of  our  neighbors 
their  work  for  the  Lord,  resulting  in  will  die  and  go  to  hell  without  Christ  if 
thousands  saved  each  year.  I  thank  the  no  one  who  knows  Him  shares  Christ 

Lord  that  _ , _  Jesuc  with 

1  could  see  them.  Acts 

that  work  16:14-15 

and  he  a  a  .  ^  ..  t  ...  reads,  “And 

tiny  part  of  ^^■fHl||eS  TOf  Life  l  0  ^ 

named  Lyd¬ 
ia,  a  seller 


Rick  Henson 


that  harvest 
celebration. 

Acts  16:9 
reads,  “And 
a  vision  ap- 

Cred  to 

I  in  the 

night;  There  stood  a  man  of  Macedo¬ 
nia  ...saying,  'Come  over  into  Mace¬ 
donia,  and  nelp  us.'  And  after  he  had 
seen  the  vision,  immediately  we  en¬ 
deavoured  to  gojnto  Macedonia,  as¬ 
suredly  gathering  that  the  Lord  had 
called  us  to  preach  the  gospel  unto 
them,*  (KJV).  God  calls  some  to  go 
and  start  churches  as  Paul  did.  God 


of  purple* 
of  tne  city 
of  Thyati- 
wnich 


We  need  not  necessarily  travel 
the  globe  ♦»  be  a  missionary.  We  can 
share  the  Good  News  right  here  where 
we  live.  While  we  may  not  go  to  Ko¬ 
rea  or  elsewhere  to  snare  the  Gospel, 
we  do  need  to  go  to  the  lost  people  to 
share  Christ.  When  I  was  a  younger 
man  and  witnessed  to  someone,  each 
most  surely  would  say,  “I  know  I  need 
to  go  to  church.*  I  would  share  that 
they  need  Jesus  first,  then  the  church. 
Today  few  people  feel  they  “ought*  to 
go  church. 

Therefore,  we  ought  to  go  to  them 
and  share  the  Good  News.  As  a  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  with  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  1972,  I  worked  in  a 
campground  ministry  in  another 
state.  One  large  campground  was 
close  to  a  good  size  Baptist  Church.  I 
approached  the  pastor  and  asked  if  he 
would  be  willing  to  lead  his  churc^to 


worshipped  God,  heard  us:  whose 
heart  tne  Lord  opened,  that  she 
attended  unto  the  things  which  were 
spoken  of  Paul.  And  ...  she  was  bap¬ 
tized,  and  her  household...,*  (KJV). 
Paul  and  his  fellow  workers  shared 
the  Gospel  and  a  local  woman  was 
saved  and  became  a  church  leader  in 
nearby  Philippi. 


get  involved  in  witnessing  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  camped  there.  I  will  never  for- 


Cwhen  he  told  me  that  those  people 
to  drive  right  past  his  church  to  go 
camping.  He  said.  They  know  where 
we  are.  If  that's  not  good  enough, 
tough!"  His  answer  was  tough.  Don't 
be  Hke  that  pastor.  Jesus  said,  “Go!" 


Henson  is  a  member  of  Meadow 
Grove  Church ,  Brandon. 
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the  removal  of  cross 
from  Pensacola  park 


PENSACOLA,  FI.  (BP)  -  If  a 
federal  court  had  its  way,  the 
34-foot  cross  would  remain 
at  its  Pensacola,  FI.,  post,  but 
‘flawed  precedent"  the  judg¬ 
es  called  a  “hot  mess  forced 
them  to  rule  otherwise,  those 


Both  Royal  and  Newsom 
caned  the  precedent  and 
other  legal  jurisprudence  m 
the  Establishment  Clause  a 
hot  mess." 

The  statements  come  just 
as  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
has  been  asked  to  review  an 
Establishment  Clause  case 
that  struck  down  a  40-foot 
cross  in  Bladensburg,  Md., 


ISO  SECONDS  -  Micah  Gilmore,  children  s  minister  at  West  Heights  Church  in  Pomotoc.  reacliM 
S528S! ZLJZXJSZni  during  the  northeast  Mississippi  town’s  annua,  arts  and  craft,  fa, 
last  y ear.  (BP  submitted  photo) 

Pontotoc  volunteers:  Just 
three  minutes  is  all  it  takes 

#  .ft  _ • _*  *  ^ 


PONTOTOC,  mm  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  —  Most  Christians  t 
axe  willing  to  share  their  faith  < 
when  it  can  be  as  simple  as  a  1 

three-minute  testimony,  a  Mis-  1 
sissippi  church  has  found  in  us¬ 
ing  the  three-minute  story  wit- 

we  want  you  to  do  is  share  your 
testimony  in  three  minutes,  that 
rruMina  i  don't  have  to  sit  down 
and  carry  on  an  hour  conver¬ 
sation,"  David  Hamilton, 
senior  pastor  of  West  Heights 
Church  in  Pontotoc  and  a  for¬ 
mer  two-term  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  president 

The  three-minute  story  often 
is  used  by  churches  and  Christian 
organizations  at  events  where 

witnessing  »  coupled  wi&  a  priw 

TSSKSfJ 

Church  s  associate  pastor  of 
education,  god  a  deacon  at  the 
church  suggested  West  Heights 
Church  use  three-minute  story 
witnessing  at  Pontotoc's  an¬ 
nual  arts  and  crafts  fair,  the 
Bodock  Festival. 

West  Heights  Church  «  spon¬ 
soring  a  booth  at  the  October 

_ -  / _ „  .U.  time  tVlic 


year.  Church  volunteers  will  in¬ 
vite  people  to  listen  to  their  story 
ari&  then  register  to  win  a  prise. 

I  .ast  year  the  church  gave  away  a 
riding  lawnmower. 

As  festival-goers  walk  by  the 
booth,  Hamilton  explained, 
“Well  tell  people.  We  want  you 
tcxiign  up  to  win  this  lawnmow- 
erTwe  tdl  them  it  doesn't  cost 
anything,  but  it  does  cost  them 
three  minutes  of  their  time. 
Most  folks  in  Pontotoc  will  give 
you  three  minutes  " 

.  At  last  year’s  two-day  festi- 
val,  36  volunteers  shared  their 
stories  with  850  people.  Five 
-  prayed  to  receive  Christ,  the  pas¬ 
tor  said. 


In  another  application  of 
the  method,  a  group  of  the 
church's  youth  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Christian  Athletes  used 
the  three-minute  story,  coupled 
with  a  $100  gift  card  giveaway, 
to  witness  to  their  classmates. 

ajsss.'Sknt 

ing  the  student-led  initiative. 

The  three-minute  story  wit¬ 
nessing  method  has  been  used  at 
numerous  events  larae  and  small 
since  Texae  evangelist  Ronnie 
H31  came  up  with  the  idea. 

In  the  early  aoooe,  .Hffl  y«« 
to  the  NASCAR  race  in  Bristol, 
Tn.,  where  he  was  giving  away 
a  motorcycle  to  get  people  to 
come  into  the  tent  and  listen  to 
me  preach  for  to  minutes.- After 
the  message,  people  would  reg¬ 
ister  for  the  motorcycle  giveaway 

which  was  held  after  the  race. 

"We  had  over  700  saved  over 
three  days  doing  that,  said 
HQL  a  frequent  speaker  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  youth  events, 
“but  what  1  realized  was  we 
were  missing  a  lot  of  people 
because  they  wouldn  t  want  to 
wait  around  to  hear  me  preach 
again  and  so  I  thought,  I  need 
more  neoDie  to  help  me 


all  these  people  Decauaei 
ing  it  by  myself  so  that's  when 
I  started  taking  people  with  me 
and  training  them  how  to  share 
SSSTtStSony  -  the  three- 
>  minute  story  —  so  we  could 
catch  people  8»  they’d  come  by. 

i  That’s  now  it  grew  at  first. 

“From  there  we  went  to  Tex- 
t  as  Motor  Speedway  and  did  it 
*  and  then  Sturgis/  the  annual 


as  Motor  Speedway  and  did  it 
and  then  Sturgis,  the  annual 
motorcycle  rally  in  Sturgis,  S.D.. 
where  in  2006  Hill  partnered 
with  the  Dakota  Convention  to 
establish  what  has  become  an 
annual  outreach  giving  ivray  a 
Harley- Davidson  motorcycle. 

This  yeaFs  10-day  rally,  Aug. 
3-12,  marked  the  13th  consecu¬ 


tive  for  the  ministry  Dakota 
Baptist  state  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  Buck  Hill  (no  relation  to 
Ronnie  Hill)  has  participated 
since  the  beginning  and  now 
manages  the  ministry. 

In  a  video  on  the  sturgisbike- 
giveaway.com  website,  Buck  Hdl 
idtnto  he  want  enthusiastic 
when  Jim  Hamilton,  then-exec¬ 
utive  director  of  Ae  Dakota  Bap¬ 
tist  Conventton,  first  shared  ha 
vision  for amtakiy  statutes  14 

KSSSStSSS 

vidHamaton.) 

The  mare  and  more  God  im- 

a  need  here...  person  aftwper- 
son  comes  to  know  Jesus  Oinst. 
We’ve  even  seen  them  being  fol¬ 
lowed  up  for  12  or  more  years 
from  the  people  that  led  them  to 
Christ,  and  so  Tm  in  it  until  Je¬ 
sus  back  or  until  He  takes 

me  home." 

This  year,  the  website  reports 

that  2,732  people  were  wit¬ 
nessed  to  and  227  made  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith. 

Hill  shared  in  an  email  that, 
for  him.  the  three-minute  sto- 
m  is  effective  because  "it's  my 


story.  It  is  the  simplicity  of  the 
Gospel  of  my  life  Wore  Christ, 
and  how  I  met  Christ,  and  what 
my  fife  is  now  with  Christ,  and 
i  I  think  that  is  why  so  many 
people  are  willing  to  listen  to  It 
It’s  real,  and  while  they  may  not 

re  with  it,  they  do  not  deny 
it’s  my  story. 


1  lit  [iirvcuui  vuvwt 

es'  ruling  answers  Pensacola  s 
appeal  of  a  2017  lower  court 
ruling  in  favor  of  atheists  to 
remove  the  cross  from  Bay- 
view  Park.  The  plaintiffs  first 
sued  in  2016,  contendingthe 
cross  violates  the  Establish¬ 
ment  Clause  of  the  U,S.  Con¬ 
stitution,  or  separation  of 
church  and  state.  , 

Two  cf  the  three  judges 
in  the  latest  ruli^  .Charles 
Ashley  Royal  and  Kevin  New¬ 
som,  said  the  precedent  it¬ 
self  should  be  revisited  and 
reversed  by  the  full  Eleventh 

no^Lnjury,  no 
harm  and  no  standing  to  sup- 

fnjt  there  is  an  Eleventh  Cir¬ 
cuit  rule  that  directs  us  to  af¬ 
firm  the  district  court  based 
on  this  flawed  precedent. 
Royal  wrote  in  his  incur¬ 
rence.  "Rabun  County  needs 
to  be  reversed,  and  this  Court 
needs  to  devise  a  practical 
standing  analysis." 


ernmenr  can  recognize  reli¬ 
gion  as  a  fundamental  part  of 
our  history  and  culture,  and 
we're  glad  that  the  majority 
of  the  court  agreed  that  the 
cross  is  constitutional." 

Pensacola  Mayor  Ashton 
Howard  said  the  cross  is  pot 
only  a’  religious  symbol,  but 
a  World  War  U  memorial 
that  is  "an  important  part  of 
the  city’s  history  and  culture, 
romnarable  to  170  other  dis- 


*To  tear  down  this  sym¬ 
bol  just  because  a  of¬ 

fended  by  it  shows  bpstiWy 
to  religion,  not  neutrality,  he 
said  in  Becket's  press  release. 
“The  dty  looks  forward  to  be¬ 
ing  vindicated  on  appeal  -  as 
the  majority  of  the  court  said 
it  should  be." 

Law  allows  the  city  14  days 
to  ask  tiie  Eleventh  Circuit  for 
a  rehearing,  and  90  days  to 
ask  the  UJST Supreme  Court  to 
hear  the  case,  Kondrat)fev  et 
al  v.  City  of  Pensacola . 


Learn  more  about  how 
Southern  Baptists  undergird 
their  missionaries  through  the 
Cooperative  Program.  Find  sto¬ 
ries,  videos .  images  and  more  to 
share  for  the  2018  Lottie  Moon 
Christinas  Offering  at  imb.org/ 

bttie-moon-christmas-offenng. 


•HOT  MESS'  -  If  the  federal  court  had  its  way.  a  34-foot 
cross  would  remain  at  its  Pensacola,  Fla  .  post.  But  "flawed 
precedent'  judges  called  a  'hot  mess'  forcsd  them  to  rule  ^ 
I  otherwise,  the  judges  wrote  in  their  opinion  (Becket  Fund  for 
I  Religious  Liberty  photo) 


